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Risalah fi Idafat Shahr Ramadan

(A Treatise on the Annexation of the Month of Ramada)
By Shihab al-Din al-Khafajt (d. 1069 AH):

Verification and Study

Prof. Dr.Abdulrahman bin Mohammed Al-Ammar
Department of Grammar, Morphology, and Philology, College of Arabic
Language Imam Mohammad Ibn Saud Islamic University (IMSIU)

Abstract:

This article presents a critical edition and analytical study of a short
treatise by Shihab al-Din al-Khafaji (d. 1069 AH) entitled Risalah fi Idafat
Shahr Ramadan (On the Annexation of the Month of Ramadan). In this
treatise, al-Khafaji examines several linguistic and grammatical issues
related to the use of the expression Shahr Ramadan, including the lexical
meaning of Ramadan, its plural forms, the origins of its religious
designation, and its usage before and after Islam. Al-Khafaji argues that
Ramadan functions as a proper noun denoting the entire month, whereas
the annexed form Shahr Ramadan allows for semantic variation, indicating
either the whole or part of the month, depending on contextual usage. He
further maintains that this type of annexation is not restricted to specific
months, such as Rab1® al-Awwal, Rab1® al-Thani, or Ramadan, but is
grammatically permissible with all months. This permissibility, he
contends, is grounded in functional semantic value rather than subjective
linguistic intuition.

Prior to the critical edition, the study offers a descriptive—analytical
introduction addressing al-Khafaji’s scholarly profile, the subject matter of
the treatise, its methodological framework, sources, evidentiary practices,
and its contribution to discussions on annexation in Arabic grammar. The
article also documents the attribution of the treatise, outlines the editorial
methodology, and describes the manuscript used for the edition. The
principal outcome of this research is the publication of this treatise in a
verified scholarly form, thereby making it accessible for academic study
and contributing to the preservation and dissemination of al-Khafaji’s
linguistic heritage.

key words: annexation (idafah); Ramadan; Arabic grammar; al-Khafaji;
critical edition; grammatical semantics.
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‘Awd Allah wa-Akhirin, Ma‘had al-Makhtiitat al-‘Arabiyyah - al-
Qahirah, 2nd ed., 1424 H/ 2003 M

- Al-Sihah, al-Jawhari, Isma‘7l ibn Hammad, Muhaqqiq:
Ahmad ‘Abd al-Ghafur ‘Attar, Dar al-‘Alam lil-Malayin - Bayriit,
4th ed., 1407 H/ 1987 M

- Al-Sunan al-Kubra, al-Bayhaqi, Ahmad ibn al-Husayn,
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al-Suyuti, Jalal al-Din ‘Abd al-Rahman, Muhaqqiq: Muhammad
Abi al-Fadl Ibrahim, al-Maktabah al-‘Asriyyah - Sayda — Bayriit,
Dar al-Jil - Bayriit, 1sted., 1411 H/ 1991 M

- Diwan al-Kumayt ibn Zayd al-Asadi, I-Kumayt ibn Zayd al-
Asadi, ‘Inayah: Muhammad Nabil Tarifi, Dar Sadir — Bayrut
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- Jami® al-Bayan fi Ta'wil al-Qur’an, al-Tabari, Muhammad
ibn Jarir, Muhaqqiq: Ahmad Muhammad Shakir, Mu’assasat al-
Risalah, Ist ed., 1420 H/ 2000 M

- Jumharat al-Lughah, Ibn Durayd al-Azdi, Muhammad ibn al-
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Sadir - Bayrit, 3rd ed.
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— Bayrut
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Samarra’'1, Maktabat al-Manar - al-Urdun - al-Zarqa’, 3rd ed., 1405
H/1985 M

- Rihanat al-Alba wa-Zuhrat al-Hayah al-Dunya, al-Khafaji,
Shihab al-Din, Muhaqqiq: ‘Abd al-Fattah Muhammad al-Halla, 1st
ed., Matba‘at ‘Isa al-Halbi wa-Sharikah

- Rih al-Ma‘ani, al-Alasi, Shihab al-Din  Mahmid,
Sahhahahu: ‘Abd al-Bari ‘Atiyyah, Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah -
Bayrdt, 1sted., 1415 H/ 1994 M

- Sahih al-Bukhari, al-Bukhari, Muhammad ibn Isma‘il, Dar
Ihya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi - Bayrit - Lubnan, 1st ed., 1422 H /2001
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- Tabaqat al-Mufassirin, al-Adnah Wi, Muhammad ibn ‘Alj,
Muhaqqiq: Sulayman ibn Salih al-Khuzi, Maktabat al-*Ulim wa-al-
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