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Different Affixal Forms with the Same Meaning: A
Morphological-Linguistic Study

Dr. Abeer bint Sam Al-Mutairi

Assistant Professor of Grammar and Morphology College of
Languages and Human Sciences, Qassim University

Abstract:

This study investigates augmented morphological patterns that
differ in structure yet share the same meaning. It documents these
forms based on works of morphology, lexicographical sources, and
linguistic studies, re-examines the principle that an increase in
meaning necessarily corresponds to an increase in form, interprets
Qur’anic readings occurring on these patterns, and clarifies scholars’
positions regarding the linguistic overlap among them.

A key finding of the study is that the principle “an increase in
meaning corresponds to an increase in form” admits exceptions and
cannot be applied without qualification. Certain augmented patterns
differ in morphological structure while remaining semantically
equivalent, resulting in cases where the basic and augmented forms
converge in meaning, such as tafa‘ala and ifta‘ala (tajaward /
1jtawarii), istaf"ala and fa‘ala (istaqarra / qarra), and istaf"ala and
tafa’‘ala (istakbara / takabbara), among others.

Sibawayh and subsequent linguists attributed this phenomenon
to dialectal interpenetration. They maintained that doubling the
second radical of a transitive verb typically indicates frequency of
action, whereas in intransitive verbs it often serves to render the verb
transitive rather than to denote multiplicity. They further observed
that the form fa'ala may occasionally correspond to fa“‘ala in
expressing intensification, though this is rare and remains
linguistically acceptable as attested in classical Arabic. Moreover,
not every verb on the pattern fa‘ala implies reciprocity, as in safara,
which denotes an action performed by a single agent.

key words: Augmented Morphological Patterns — Meaning —
Structure — Grammarians — Linguistic Overlap
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‘Arabiyyah, Aleppo, 1st ed., 1393 AH /1973.

- Al-Sahibi fT Figh al-Lughah wa Masa’iliha wa Sunan al-
‘Arab f1 Kalamiha, by Ibn Faris, investigated by Muhammad ‘Al
Baydin, 1sted., 1418 AH / 1997.

- Shams al-‘Ulim wa Dawa’ Kalam al-‘Arab min al-Kultm,
by Nashwan ibn Sa‘id al-HimyarT, investigated by Dr. Husayn al-
‘Amr1 and others, Dar al-Fikr al-Mu‘asir (Beirut) & Dar al-Fikr
(Damascus), 1st ed., 1420 AH / 1999; also Dar al-‘Ilm lil-Malayin,
Beirut, 4th ed., 1407 AH.

- Al-"Ain, by al-Khalil ibn Ahmad al-Farahidi, investigated by
Dr. Mahdi al-Makhzitim1 and Dr. Ibrahim al-Samura’1, Dar Maktabat
al-Hilal.

- Gharib al-Hadith, by Abou ‘Ubayd al-Qasim ibn Sallam,
investigated by Dr. Husain Muhammad. General Authority for
Imperial Press Affairs, Cairo, 1st edition, 1404 AH /1984 .

- Gharib al-Qur’an, by Ibn Qutaybah al-Dinawari, investigated
by Ahmad Saqr, Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah, 1398 AH / 1978.

- Al-Fasth, by al-Tha'lab, investigated by Dr. ‘Atif Madkar,
Dar al-Ma‘arif.

- Fa'altu wa-Af'altu, by Abtu Hatim al-Sijistani, investigated
and annotated by Dr. Khalil Ibrahim al-‘Atiyyah, Dar Sadir, Beirut,
1sted. 1399 AH /1979; 2nd ed. 1416 AH / 1996.

- Fa'altu wa-Afaltu, by Abu Ishaq al-Zajjaj, investigated,
foreword, and annotated by Dr. Ramadan ‘Abd al-Tawwab and Dr.
Sabih al-Tamimi, Maktabat al-Thaqafah al-Diniyyah, 1415 AH /
1995.

- Figh al-Lughah wa-Sirr al-‘Arabiyyah, by al-Tha‘alibi,
investigated by ‘Abd al-Razzaq al-Mahdi, Ihya’ al-Turath al-"Arabi,
1sted., 1422 AH / 2002.

- Figh al-Lughah, by Dr. ‘Al ‘Abd al-Wahid Wafi, Nahdat
Misr, 1st ed., 1997.

- Al-Fihrist, by Ibn al-Nadim, investigated by Ibrahim
Ramadan, Dar al-Ma‘rifah, Beirut, 2nd ed., 1417 AH / 1997.

- F1al-Lahajat al-‘Arabiyyah, by Dr. Ibrahim Anis, Maktabat
al-Anglo al-Misriyyah, 3rd ed.
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- Kitab I'rab Thalathin Siirah min al-Qur’an al-Karim, by lbn
Khalawayh, Matba ‘at Dar al-Kutub al-Misriyyah, 1360 AH / 1941.

- Al-Kitab, by Sibawayh, investigated by ‘Abd al-Salam
Harin, Maktabat al-Khanji, Cairo, 3rd ed., 1408 AH / 1988.

- Kitab al-Sab‘ah f1 al-Qira’ah, by Ibn Mujahid, investigated
by Shawqt Daif, Dar al-Ma‘arif, Egypt, 2nd ed., 1400 AH.

- Kitab Maratib al-Nahwiyyin, by Abt al-Tayyib al-Lughaw1,
foreword and commentary by Dr. Muhammad Zaynuhum
Muhammad ‘Azb, Dar al-Afaq al-‘Arabiyyah, 1423 AH / 2003.

- Al-Kashshaf ‘an Haqa'iq Ghawamid al-Tanzil, by al-
Zamakhshari, Dar al-Kitab al-‘Arabi, Beirut, 3rd ed., 1407 AH.

- Al-Kunnash fi Fannay al-Nahw wa-al-Sarf, by Abu al-Fida’
‘Imad al-Din Isma‘il, study and edition by Dr. Riyad al-Khawwam,
al-Maktabah al-‘Asriyyah li-I-Tiba‘ah wa-I-Nashr, Beirut, 2000.

- Lisan al-"Arab, by Ibn Manziir, Dar Sadir, Beirut, 3rd ed.,
1414 AH.

- Al-Lubab fi ‘Ilal al-Bina’ wa-I-1'rab, by Abii al-Baqa’ al-
‘Ukbari, investigated by Dr. ‘Abd al-Ilah al-Nabahan, Dar al-Fikr,
Damascus, 1st ed., 1416 AH / 1995.

- Laysa fi Kalam al-Murab, by Ibn Khalawayh, investigated
by Ahmad ‘Abd al-Ghafur ‘Attar, 2nd ed., Makkah al-Mukarramah,
1399 AH /1979.

- Al-Mabsit fi al-Qira’at al-*Asharr, by Abt Bakr al-Nisabiri,
investigated by Subay‘ Hamzah, Majma“ al-Lughah al-‘Arabiyyah,
1982.

- Al-Muhtasab fi Tabyin Wujih Shawadh al-Qira’at wa-I-Idah
‘Anha, by Ibn Jinni, Ministry of Awqaf, Supreme Council for
Islamic Affairs, 2nd ed., 1420 AH / 1999.

- Mujmal al-Lughah, by Ibn Faris, study and edition by Zuhayr
Sultan, Mu’assasat al-Risalah, Beirut, 2nd ed., 1406 AH.

- Majaz al-Qur’an, by Abu ‘Ubaidah Mu‘amar ibn al-
Muthanna, investigated by Muhammad Fu’ad, Maktabat al-Khanj,
Cairo, 1381 AH.

- Al-Muhkam wa-I-Muhit al-A ‘zam, by Ibn Sida, investigated
by ‘Abd al-Hamid Hindawi, Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah, Beirut, 1st
ed., 1421 AH / 2000.
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- Al-Muhit fi al-Lughah, by al-Sahib ibn ‘Abbad.

- Al-Mukhassas, by Ibn Sida, investigated by Khalil Ibrahim,
Dar Ihya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi, Beirut, 1st ed., 1417 AH.

- Mukhtar al-Sihah, by al-Razi, investigated by Yusuf al-
Shaykh Muhammad, al-Maktabah al-‘Asriyyah, 5th ed., 1420 AH /
1999, al-Dar al-Namudhajiyyah, Sida, Beirut.

- Al-Madkhal ila Taqwim al-Lisan, by Ibn Hisham al-Lakhm,
investigated by Dr. Hatim al-Damin, Dar al-Basha’ir al-Islamiyyah
li-1-Nashr wa-1-Tawzi‘, Beirut, Ist ed., 1424 AH /2003.

- Al-Musa‘id ‘ala Tashil al-Fawa’id, by Imam Baha’ al-Din
ibn ‘Aqil, investigated and annotated by Dr. Muhammad Kamil
Barakat.

- Musnad al-Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal, investigated by
Shu‘ayb al-Arna’tt and others, Mu’assasat al-Risalah, 1st ed., 1421
AH /2001.

- Al-Misbah al-Munir fi Gharib al-Sharh al-Kabir, by Ahmad
al-Faytimi, al-Maktabah al-‘Ilmiyyah, Beirut.

- Ma‘ani al-Qira’at, by Abii Mansir al-Azhari, Center for
Research, College of Arts, King Saud University, 1st ed., 1412 AH
/1991.

- Ma‘ani al-Qur’an, by al-Akhfash, investigated by Dr. Huda
Mahmid, Maktabat al-Khanaji, Cairo, Ist ed., 1411 AH / 1990.

- Ma‘ani al-Qur’an, by al-Farra’, investigated by Ahmad al-
Bukhati and others, Dar al-Misriyyah li-I-Ta’lif wa-l-Tarjama, 1st
ed.

- Ma‘ani al-Qur’an wa-I ‘rabuhu, by al-Zajjaj, ‘Alam al-Kutub,
Beirut, 1st ed., 1408 AH / 1988.

-  Mu'jam al-Udaba’, by Yaqit al-Hamawi, investigated by
Ihsan ‘Abbas, Dar al-Gharb al-Islami, Beirut, Ist ed., 1414 AH /
1993.

- Mu‘jam Diwan al-Adab, by al-Farabi, investigated by Dr.
Ahmad Mukhtar ‘Umar, revised by Dr. Ibrahim Anis, Mu’assasat
Dar al-Sha‘b, Cairo, 1424 AH / 2003.

- Mafatih al-Ghaib, by al-Razi, Dar Thya’ al-Turath, Beirut,
3rd ed., 1420 AH.

- Al-Mughni fi Tasrif al-Af'al, by Dr. ‘Abd al-Khaliq
‘Azimah, Dar al-Hadith, Cairo, 2nd ed., 1999.
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- Al-Miftah fi al-Sarf, by ‘Abd al-Qahir al-Jurjani,
investigated by Dr. ‘Alf al-Hamad, Mu’assasat al-Risalah, Beirut, 1st
ed., 1407 AH / 1987.

- Al-Mufassal fi San‘at al-I'rab, by al-Zamakhshari,
investigated by Dr. “Ali Ba Malhim, Maktabat al-Hilal, Beirut, 1st
ed., 1993.

- Al-Mugtadab, by al-Mubarrid, investigated by Muhammad
‘Abd al-Khaliq ‘Azimah, ‘Alam al-Kutub, Beirut.

- Al-Magsur wa-al-Mamdiid, by Abu "Alf al-Qali, investigated
by Dr. Ahmad Harid1i, Maktabat al-Khanajt, Cairo, 1st ed., 1993.

- Al-Mumti‘ al-Kabir fi al-Tasrif, by Ibn ‘Asfur al-Ishbili,
Maktabat Lubnan, 1st ed., 1996.

- Al-Munsif, by Ibn Jinni, Dar Thya’ al-Turath al-Qadim, Ist
ed., 1373 AH /1954,

- Al-Nashr fi al-Qira’at al-‘Ashr, by Ibn al-Jazari, investigated
by ‘Alt Muhammad al-Dabba‘, al-Matba‘ah al-TijarTyah al-Kubra.

- Nuzhat al-Tarf f1 ‘Ilm al-Sarf, by al-Maidani, investigated by
Committee for the Revival of Arab Heritage, Dar al-Afaq, Beirut.

- Al-Nawadir fal-Lugha, by Abt Zayd al-AnsarT, investigated
and studied by Dr. Muhammad ‘Abd al-Qadir, Dar al-Shurtq, st
ed., 1401 AH /1981.

- Al-Wadih fi al-Sarf, by Dr. Hassan al-Ghunayman, King
Saud University.
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