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Preparatory Elements (Tawti’ah) in Dependents (al-
Tawabi) Between Structural Requirements and
Semantic Implications

Dr. Ghazi Mohammed Fahad ALsuhali
Associate Professor of Arabic Grammar and Morphology at the Department of
Arabic Language College of Arts Al-Jouf University

Abstract:
This study investigates the phenomenon of tawti'ah (preparatory

elements) within the grammatical category of dependents (al-
tawabi), examining it at the intersection of grammatical structure
and semantic interpretation. It aims to clarify the concept of tawtiah,

delineate its main features, and identify its manifestations across the
various types of dependents. The study further explores classical
grammarians’ attempts to reconcile formal grammatical
requirements—aparticularly within the theory of grammatical
governance (al-amil)—with semantic considerations, especially in
contexts where syntactic structure and meaning appear to be in
tension.

Adopting a descriptive—analytical approach, the research surveys
classical grammatical sources, identifies instances in which features
of tawti’ah emerge in the discussion of dependents, and analyzes
these instances from both grammatical and semantic perspectives.

The study concludes that grammarians explicitly employed the

term al-nat al-muwatti’ (preparatory adjective), a designation not
paralleled in other types of dependents. It also demonstrates that the
dependent known as al-badal (substitute) represents the closest
category to the notion of tawtrah, particularly in the forms of partitive
substitution (badal al-ba'd) and inclusive substitution (badal al-
ishtimal). Moreover, the study highlights sustained efforts by

grammarians to harmonize the demands of grammatical structure with



semantic interpretation in cases where structure and meaning compete
in the analysis of tawtrah.
key words tawtrah; dependents; grammatical structure;

grammatical craftsmanship; semantics.
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wa-gaddama la-hu : Mahdi Muhammad Nasir al-Din, (12, Bayrit,
Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyah, 1414h)

- Diwan Kathir ‘Azzah, Kathir ibn ‘Abd-al-Rahman ibn al-
aswad, jama‘ahu wa-sharahahu : D. Ihsan ‘Abbas, (Bayrat, Dar al-
Thagafah, 1391h).

- sharh Ibn ‘Aqil ‘ala al-alfiyah, Ibn ‘Aqil. Allah ibn ‘Abd-al-
Rahman al-‘Aqili, tahqiq : Muhammad Muhyi al-Din ‘Abd-al-
Hamid, (t20, al-Qahirah, Dar al-Turath, 1400h)

- sharh al-Tas’hil, Ibn Malik. Muhammad ibn Allah, tahqiq : D.
‘Abd-al-Rahman al-Sayyid Wad. Muhammad al-Makhtan, (T1, al-
Qahirah, Hajar lil-Tiba‘ah wa-al-Nashr, 1410h).

- sharh al-Ushmiini ‘ala al-alfiyah, al-Ushmini. ‘Ali ibn
Muhammad ibn ‘Is4, tahqiq : Muhammad Muhyt al-Din ‘Abd-al-
Hamid, (T1, Bayrit, Dar al-Kitab al-‘Arabi, 1375h)

- sharh Qawa‘id al-i‘rab, Shaykh Zadah. Muhammad Mustafa,
tahqiq : Isma‘1l [sma‘il Marwah, (T1, Bayrat, Dar al-Fikr al-mu‘asir,
wa-Dimashq, Dar al-Fikr, 1416h)

- sharh al-Kafiyah al-shafiyah, Ibn Malik. Muhammad ibn Allah,
tahqiq : ‘bdalmn‘m Haridi, (T1, Makkah al-Mukarramah, Jami‘at
Umm al-Qur4, Markaz al-Bahth al-‘Ilmi wa-lhya’ al-Turath al-
Islami, 1402h)

- sharh al-Kafiyah lil-Radi, Ibn al-Hajib. ‘Uthman ibn ‘Umar,
tahqiq : D. Hasan ibn Muhammad al-Hifzi, Risalat duktirah, (T1, al-
Riyad, ‘Imadat al-Bahth al-‘Ilmi fi Jami‘at al-Imam Muhammad ibn
Sa‘ad, 1414h).

- sharh Kitab al-hudtd fi al-nahw, al-Fakihi. Allah ibn Ahmad,
tahqiq : al-Mutawallt Ramadan al-Damiri, (t2, al-Qahirah, Maktabat
Wahbah, 1414h)

- sharh Kitab Sibawayh llsyrafy, al-Sirafi. al-Hasan ibn Allah,
tahqiq : Ahmad Hasan Mahdali, wa-‘Alt Sayyid ‘Ali, (T1, Bayriit,
Dar al-Kutub al-‘Tlmiyah, 2008M).
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- sharh al-Mufassal, Ibn Ya‘ish. Ya‘ish ibn ‘Ali, gaddama la-hu
: D. Imil Badi® Ya‘qub, (T1, Bayrat, Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyah,
1422H)

- sharh al-mugaddimah almhsbh, Ibn Babashadh. Aba al-Hasan
Tahir ibn Ahmad, tahqiq Khalid ‘Abd al-Karim (T1, al-Matba‘ah al-
‘Asriyah, al-Kuwayt, 1977M).

- Diya’ al-salik, al-Najjar. Muhammad ibn ‘Abd-al-‘Aziz, (T1,
Bayrut, Mu’assasat al-Risalah, 1420h).

- al-Qamis al-muhit, al-Firtizabadi. Muhammad ibn Ya‘qib, (18,
Bayriit, Mu’assasat al-Risalah, 1426h)

- al-Kitab, Sibawayh. ‘Amr ibn ‘Uthman ibn Qanbar, tahqiq :
‘Abdussalam Haran, (t3, al-Qahirah, Maktabat al-Khanji, 1408h).

- Lisan al-‘Arab, Ibn manziir. Muhammad ibn Mukarram, tahqiq
: Ibrahim al-Yaziji wa-majmii‘ah min al-lughawiyin, (t3, Bayrt,
Dar Sadir, 1414h)

- ma‘ani al-Qur’an, al-Farra’. Yahya ibn Ziyad, tahqiq : Ahmad
Yusuf alnjaty, wa-Muhammad ‘Al al-Najjar, w‘bdalftah Isma‘il
Shalabi, (T1, Misr, Dar al-Misriyah lil-Ta’lif wa-al-Tarjamah).

- ma‘ani al-nahw, al-Samarra’i. Fadil Salih, (T1, al-Urdun, Dar
al-Fikr lil-Tiba‘ah wa-al-Nashr wa-al-Tawzi‘, 1420h)

- Mughnit al-labib, Ibn Hisham. Allah ibn Yisuf, tahqiq : D.
Mazin al-Mubarak, wa-Muhammad ‘Ali Hamad Allah, (16,
Dimashgq, Dar al-Fikr, 1985m)

- al-maqasid al-shafiyah, al-Shatibi. Ibrahim ibn Misa, tahqiq :
D. ‘Abd-al-Rahman ibn Sulayman al-‘Uthaymin wa-akhartin, (T1,
Makkah al-Mukarramah, Ma‘had al-Buhiith al-‘Ilmiyah wa-lhya’ al-
Turath al-Islami fT Jami‘at Umm al-Qurd, 1428h)

- al-Mugtadab, al-Mibrad. Muhammad ibn Yazid, tahqiq :
Muhammad ‘bdalkhalq ‘ Azimah, (Bayriit, ‘Alam al-Kutub).

- al-nahw al-Wafi, ‘Abbas Hasan, (t15, al-Qahirah, Dar al-
Ma‘arif)
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