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The Narrative Masking Strategy: Hayy ibn Yaqgzan as
a Case Study

Dr Wael Youssef Ali AlOraini

Associate Professor, College of Arabic Language Department of
Literature, Rhetoric, and Criticism Imam Muhammad ibn Saud
Islamic University

Abstract:

This study examines Ibn Tufayl’s Hayy ibn Yaqzan through a
critical approach that seeks to uncover the concept of the mask as a
rhetorical and artistic mechanism employed to convey philosophical
ideas and shape argumentative intentions within a complex narrative
structure. The study is based on the hypothesis that the text is not
merely presented as a speculative philosophical tale; rather, it is
constructed through a conscious strategy of masking that enables the
author to articulate his epistemological vision while taking into
consideration the surrounding cultural and political context.

Methodologically, the study adopts an integrative approach that
combines enunciative analysis, which aims to uncover the
mechanisms of artistic construction and the formation of narrative
discourse, with pragmatic analysis, which clarifies the
communicative intentions and discursive functions of the mask
through examining its justifications, structure, and effects. The study
concludes that the mask manifests itself at multiple levels within the
text, including character construction, narrative structure, and
discourse, performing epistemological and argumentative functions
that extend beyond aesthetic dimensions into intentional pragmatic
purposes. Furthermore, the study identifies the limitations of this
strategy by highlighting instances in which the mask appears
partially exposed or insufficiently sustained in certain parts of the
text. Such an approach opens new methodological horizons for the
study of classical Arabic texts through the intersection of enunciative
and pragmatic perspectives.

key words: Hayy ibn Yagzan, Ibn Tufayl, Mask, Enunciation,
Pragmatics, Narrative Discourse, Argumentation.
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