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A Treatise on al-Idafa (Genitive Construction) and Its Applications
in Sarat al-Fatiha by Shihab al-Din al-Khafaji (d. 1069 AH / 1659
CE): A Critical Edition and Study

Dr Musa bin Nasser Al-Musa
PhD in Arabic Language and Literature Specialization: Grammar and
Morphology - Majmaah University — College of Education, Majmaah

Abstract:

This study presents a critical edition and analytical investigation
of the thirty-fifth epistle from the collection of Shihab al-Din al-
Khafaji (d. 1069 AH / 1659 CE), entitled Qayd al-Awabid fi
Muhimmat al-Fawa’id. The epistle examines the implicit preposition
in semantic genitive constructions (al-idafa), particularly in cases
where a part is annexed to a whole, as exemplified by the expression
Fatihat al-Kitab. Al-Khafaji surveys the views of classical
grammarians and their <33l regarding whether such constructions
convey the meaning of lam (possession or specification) or min
(partitivity), applying these perspectives to the interpretation of the
phrase in question.

He supports the interpretation advanced by al-Qazwini, who
argues that the construction implies min of partitivity, drawing on
earlier grammatical authorities and reinforcing this view through two
parallel interpretations by al-Zamakhshari in comparable Qur’anic
contexts. He also engages critically with opposing views, offering
reasoned responses while defending his preferred position.The
epistle concludes with a set of grammatical criteria for determining
the implied preposition in genitive constructions, accompanied by
applications to commonly occurring nominal compounds.

This study aims to produce a reliable critical edition of the text,
making it accessible to specialists, while highlighting al-Khafaji’s
grammatical contributions and situating his work within the broader
development of Arabic grammatical thought. It also seeks to identify
some of the author’s sources, several of which remain insufficiently
explored in modern scholarship.

Methodologically, the study adopts a descriptive-analytical
approach and follows established principles of manuscript editing in
preparing the critical edition.



The findings demonstrate al-Khafaji’s extensive scholarship and
the diversity of his sources, reflected in his engagement with
grammatical, exegetical, and logical traditions. The epistle reveals
his analytical rigor, critical independence, and methodological
objectivity, particularly in his reliance on early grammatical
authorities in evaluating later opinions.The study recommends
further applied research on implicit prepositions in semantic genitive
constructions in the Qur’an, as the present work highlights the need
for more focused investigations in this area.

key words: Explication (Tabyin); Partitivity (Tab‘id); Part; Partial;
Aspectual (Wajhiyy)
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