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A Treatise on the Meaning of Incitement (Ighra’) by Shihab al-

Din al-Khafaji (d. 1069 AH) :Study and Critical Edition.

Dr Majid bin Mugbil bin Muhammad Al-Khudairi

Assistant Professor, Department of Grammar, Morphology, and Language
Jurisprudence, College of Arabic Language, Imam Mohammad Ibn Saud Islamic
University

Abstract:

This study examines the concept of exhortation (ighra’) in a
treatise by Shihab al-Din al-Khafaji, which is part of a collection
addressing various subtle linguistic and grammatical issues.

The treatise explores the meaning of exhortation in both the
Arabic language and in grammatical terminology. It also analyzes
verb-like particles (asma' al-af'al) derived from prepositional and
adverbial constructions that are used in exhortative contexts. The
author discusses their meanings, their occurrence as either transitive
or intransitive, and the positions of grammarians regarding them. He
argues that the governing principle of these forms is attested usage
(sama') rather than analogy, in opposition to the views of the Kufan
school of grammar, particularly al-Kisa'i. He further maintains that
both transitive and intransitive forms are restricted to attested usage
unless there is clear evidence to the contrary.

The study also shows that most verb-like forms used in
exhortation occur in imperative-like structures, while some appear
in declarative constructions. These expressions are primarily
directed to the addressee; those referring to the speaker or the absent
are interpreted by grammarians through various exegetical
explanations. Additionally, such forms function syntactically as
verbs and do not allow their complements to precede them.

The research includes a critical introduction covering the
author’s biography, his scholarly standing, teachers, students, works,
and death. It further examines the treatise in terms of its subject,
purpose, methodology, sources, evidence, and style. The study
concludes with a description of the manuscript, the editorial method,
and selected manuscript images.



key words: exhortation (ighra’), al-Khafaji, grammar, linguistic

analysis, critical edition.
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