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The Qur’anic Style and Its Relationship with al-Nazm
A Study in the Classical Tradition of Qur’anic I'jaz

Dr. Yousuf Abdalla Aljawarneh
Associate Professor, Department of Arabic Language ,
Faculty of Arts, Yarmouk University, Jordan

Abstract:

This study aims to examine the concept of style in the classical
writings on Qur’anic inimitability (i‘jaz) up to the end of the sixth
century AH. It does so through an analytical study of the conceptions
presented by a number of scholars, beginning with Abii “Ubayda in
Majaz al-Qur’an and ending with Fakhr al-Din al-Raz1 in Nihayat al-
Ijaz fi Dirayat al-I'jaz, in order to uncover how the concept of style
was employed in interpreting Qur’anic (i°jaz).

The study adopts a descriptive approach to trace the development
of the concept of style in these works and to clarify its relationship
with the notions of al-nazm (composition/order), fasaha (eloquence),
and balagha (rhetoric), as well as the interpretive and critical trends
associated with them.

The findings show that Qur’anic style constitutes a central axis
in the construction of the theory of i'jaz, and that it is based on the
interaction of al-nazm, balagha, and fasaha, resulting in an integrated
production of rhetorical and semantic effect. The study also rejects
the theory of al-sarfah, as it is incompatible with the nature of the
Qur’anic challenge.

Furthermore, the research reveals variation in scholars’
approaches to the concept of 1'jaz; however, most of them agree on
the centrality of style in its interpretation, despite differences in
terminology and theoretical frameworks.

key words: Style, 1'jaz, Composition (Nazm), Eloquence (Fasaha),
Rhetoric (Balagha), linguistic analysis.
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- "Al-Nazm stylistic discourse in 1’jaz al-Qur’an based on al-
Jurjani’s perspective: Analysis of Arabic literature criticism on the

Qur’an studies": Ahmad Atabic, Ulumuna:_ Journal of Islamic Studies,
25(1), 57-83. https://doi.org/10.20414/ujis.v2511.425
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