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Illocutionary Force in the Sermon of the Battle of
Hunayn: A Pragmatic Study According to Searle’s
Classification of Speech Acts

Dr. Durra bint Sulaiman bin Hamad Al-Awda

Associate Professor in the Department of Arabic Language and
Literature College of Languages and Humanities Qassim
University Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Abstract:

This research aims to identify and pragmatically analyze the
illocutionary force in the sermon of the Battle of Hunayn, according
to Searle’s taxonomy of speech acts, and to demonstrate its
persuasive effectiveness.

The study adopted a pragmatic-analytical approach based on
analyzing speech acts in the sermon of the Battle of Hunayn, and
elucidating their illocutionary force within the context of use and
discourse.

The study concluded that directives — most notably the vocative
— are prominently present in the sermon, as they carry an
illocutionary energy manifested in drawing the Ansar’s attention to
the sermon’s content and responding to the claim that had reached
the Prophet (peace be upon him) regarding them. Declarations, by
contrast, appeared in a subdued manner, yet they fulfilled an
illocutionary role, as evidenced by their influence on the Ansar and
the shift in their stance toward the distribution of spoils.

The study recommends intensifying scholarly attention to
Prophetic discourse through a pragmatic approach, given that it
possesses an illocutionary force contingent upon communicative
intent, which realizes linguistic action and ensures its success.

key words: Illocutionary Force, Sermon of the Battle of Hunayn,

Searle’s Taxonomy of Speech Acts.
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