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Abstract

This research examines and addresses one of the
foundational methodoIO?icaI principles of the righteous
predecessors (al-salaf al-salih), namely the principle of
accepting the truth from whoever articulates it. The paper
clarifies the status of methodological principles within
Islamic creed, elucidates the general meaning of this
principle, and identifies its sources in the Book of God (the
Exalted) and in the Sunnah of His Prophet Muhammad
(peace and blessings be upon him%. It further discusses the
applications and affirmations of this principle by the
righteous predecessors, outlines in general terms the stance
of those who oppose it, and demonstrates the invalidity of
such opposition

Keywords:
Creedal principles; refutation of opponents; dialectics and debate;
the methodology of Ahl al-Sunnah wa al-Jama‘ah; fairness (equity).
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al-Maktabah al-Azhariyyah li-lI-Turath, Cairo, 2nd ed., 1977 CE.
Al-Tawdih wa-al-Bayan li-Shajarat al-Iman, Ibn Sa‘di, Dar al-
Manhaj, Riyadh, Ist ed., 1436 AH.

Al-I"tisam, al-Shatibi, ed. Muhammad al-Shaqir et al., Dar Ibn
al-Jawzi, 1429 AH.

Tadrib al-Rawt f1 Sharh Taqrib al-Nawawi, al-Suyiti, ed. ‘Abd
al-Wahhab ‘Abd al-Latif, Maktabat al-Riyad al-Hadithah,
Riyadh, 2nd ed., 1385 AH.

Tamayyuz al-Sidq min al-Mayn fi Muhawarat al-Rajulayn,
Sulayman b. Sahman, ed. ‘Abd al-‘Aziz Al Hamad, Dar al-
‘Asimah, Riyadh, 1st ed., 1415 AH.

Al-Radd ‘ala al-Jahmiyyah, al-Darimi, ed. Badr al-Badr, Dar Ibn
al-Athir, Kuwait, 2nd ed., 1995 CE.

Al-Risalah, al-Shafi'1, ed. Ahmad Shakir, Dar al-Kutub al-
‘IImiyyah, Beirut (no edition or date).

Al-Istigamah, Ibn Taymiyyah, ed. Muhammad Rashad Salim,
Imam Muhammad b. Sa‘tid University, Madinah, 1st ed., 1403
AH.

Al-Sharh wa-al-Ibanah ‘ala Usial al-Sunnah wa-al-Diyanah, Ibn
Battah, ed. Rida Na‘san Mu 't1, Maktabat al- 'Ulam wa-al-Hikam,
Madinah, 1423 AH.
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23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

Al-Sawa‘iq al-Mursalah ‘ala al-Jahmiyyah wa-al-Mu ‘attilah, Ibn
al-Qayyim, ed. ‘Ali b. Muhammad al-Dukhayl Allah, Dar al-
‘Asimah, Riyadh, 3rd ed., 1418 AH.

Usil al-Figh (entitled Ijabat al-Sa’il Sharh Bughyat al-Amil),
Isma‘il al-San‘ani, ed. Husayn b. Ahmad al-Siyaghi, Mu’assasat
al-Risalah, Beirut, 2nd ed., 1408 AH.

Al-Isabah fi Tamyiz al-Sahabah, Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Dar
al-Jil, Beirut, 1st ed., 1412 AH.

Al-Iman, Ibn Mandah, ed. ‘Al1 al-Faqihi, Mu’assasat al-Risalah,
Beirut, 2nd ed., 1406 AH.

Al-Iman, Abii ‘Ubayd al-Qasim b. Sallam, ed. al-Albani, al-
Maktab al-Islami, Beirut, 2nd ed., 1403 AH.

Al-Iman, al-‘Adani, ed. Hamad al-Jabiri, al-Dar al-Salafiyyah,
Kuwait, 1st ed., 1407 AH.

I'tigadat Firaq al-Muslimin wa-al-Mushrikin, al-Razi, ed.
‘Ali al-Nashshar, Dar al-Kutub al-‘Timiyyah, Beirut, 1402 AH.
Al-‘Ubudiyyah, Ibn Taymiyyah, ed. Muhammad al-Shawish,
al-Maktab al-Islami, Beirut, 7th ed., 1426 AH.

I'lam al-Muwaqqi‘in ‘an Rabb al-‘Alamin, Ibn al-Qayyim,
ed. Taha ‘Abd al-Ra’uf, Dar al-Jil, Beirut, 1973 CE.
Al-Qawa‘id al-‘Aqdiyyah ‘inda Ahl al-Sunnah wa-al-
Jama‘ah: A Foundational Study, ‘Adil ‘Abd al-Ghafur al-
Bukhari, Dar Ibn al-Jawzi, 1st ed., 1439 AH.

Iqtida’ al-Sirat al-Mustaqim li-Mukhalafat Ashab al-Jahim,
Ibn Taymiyyah, ed. Nasir al-‘Aqgl, Dar al-‘Asimah, Riyadh, 6th
ed., 1419 AH.

Masa’il al-Jahiliyyah allati Khalafa fiha Rasil Allah Ahl al-
Jahiliyyah, Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Wahhab, included in
Collected Works of Shaykh Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Wahhab, ed.
Isma‘il al-Ansari, Imam Muhammad b. Sa‘tid University (no
edition or date).

Al-Mustadrak ‘ala al-Sahthayn (with al-Dhahabi’s marginal
judgments), al-Hakim al-Nisaburi, ed. Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir
‘Ata, Dar al-Kutub al- ‘Timiyyah, Beirut, Ist ed., 1411 AH.
Al-Nihayah fi Gharib al-Hadith wa-al-Athar, Ibn al-Athir, ed.
Tahir al-Zaw1 et al., al-Maktabah al- ‘Tlmiyyah, Beirut, 1399 AH.
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38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

Al-Bidayah wa-al-Nihayah, Ibn Kathir, ed. ‘Abd Allah al-
Turki, Dar Hajar, 1st ed., 1419 AH.

Bada’i al-Fawa’id, Ibn al-Qayyim, ed. Hisham ‘Abd al-‘Aziz
‘Ata et al., Maktabat Nizar Mustafa al-Baz, Mecca, 1sted., 1416
AH.

Al-Tadmuriyyah, Ibn Taymiyyah, ed. Muhammad al-Sa‘wi,
Maktabat al-‘Ubaykan, 6th ed., 1421 AH.

Al-Ta‘rifat, al-Jurjani, ed. Ibrahim al-Abyari, Dar al-Kitab al-
‘Arabi, Beirut, 1st ed., 1405 AH.

Al-Jarh wa-al-Ta‘dil, Ibn Abi Hatim, Dar Thya’ al-Turath al-
‘Arabi, Beirut, 1st ed., 1271 AH.

Tafsir al-Qur’an al-*Azim, Ibn Kathir, ed. Sam1 Salamah, Dar
Tayyibah, 2nd ed., 1420 AH.

Tafsir Ayat min al-Qur’an al-Karim, included in Collected
Works of Shaykh Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Wahhab, ed.
Muhammad Baltaji, Imam Muhammad b. Sa‘tid University,
Riyadh (no edition or date).

Tafsir al-Fatihah wa-al-Bagarah, Muhammad b. Salih al-
‘Uthaymin, Dar Ibn al-Jawzi, Riyadh, Ist ed., 1421 AH.
Al-Tambhid li-Sharh Kitab al-Tawhid, Salih Al al-Shaykh, Dar
al-Tawhid, Ist ed., 1424 AH.

Al-Tamhid lima fi al-Muwatta’ min al-Ma‘ani wa-al-Asanid,
Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr, ed. Mustafa al-‘Alawi and Muhammad al-
Bakr1, Mu’assasat Qurtubah (no edition or date).

Tahdhib al-Lughah, Abi Mansir al-Azhari, ed. Muhammad
‘Awad Mur'‘ib, Dar Thya’ al-Turath al-"Arabi, Beirut, 1st ed.,
2001 CE.

Taysir al-‘Aziz al-Hamid fi Sharh Kitab al-Tawhid,
Sulayman b. Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Wahhab, ed. Zuhayr al-
Shawish, al-Maktab al-Islami, Beirut, 1st ed., 1423 AH.

Taysir al-Karim al-Rahman fi Tafsir Kalam al-Mannan,
‘Abd al-Rahman b. Nasir al-Sa‘di, ed. ‘Abd al-Rahman b.
Mu alla al-Luwayhiq, Mu’assasat al-Risalah, 1st ed., 1420 AH.
Jami' Bayan al-'Ilm wa-Fadlih, Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr, ed. Abi al-
Ashbal al-Zuhayri, Dar Ibn al-Jawzi, 1st ed., 1414 AH.

Jami‘ al-Tirmidhi, al-Tirmidhi, ed. Ahmad Shakir et al., Dar
Ihya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi, Beirut.
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44,

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

53.

54,

55.

56.

57.

58.

Jami‘ al-Bayan ‘an Ta’wil Ay al-Qur’an, Ibn Jarir al-Tabari,
ed. Ahmad Shakir, Mu’assasat al-Risalah, 1st ed., 1420 AH.
Jami‘ al-‘Ulim wa-al-Hikam, Ibn Rajab al-Hanbali, ed.
Muhammad al-Ahmadi, Dar al-Salam, Egypt, 2nd ed., 1424 AH.

Jami‘ al-Rasa’il, Ibn Taymiyyah, ed. Muhammad Rashad
Salim, Dar al-"Ata’, Riyadh, Ist ed., 1422 AH.

Al-Hujjah fi Bayan al-Mahajjah, Abu al-Qasim al-Asbahani,
ed. Muhammad b. Rabi® al-Madkhali, Dar al-Rayah, Riyadh,
1411 AH.

Dar’ Ta‘arud al-‘Aql wa-al-Naql aw Muwafaqat Sahih al-
Mangqil li-Sarih al-Ma‘qul, Ibn Taymiyyah, ed. ‘Abd al-Latif

‘Abd al-Rahman, Dar al-Kutub al- ‘Tlmiyyah, Beirut, 1417 AH.

Al-Durar al-Saniyyah fi al-Ajwibah al-Najdiyyah, ‘Abd al-
Rahman b. Qasim, 6th ed., 1417 AH.

Al-Durar al-Kaminah fi A‘yan al-Mi’ah al-Thaminah, Ibn
Hajar al-‘Asqalani, ed. Da’irat al-Maarif al-‘Uthmaniyyah,
Hyderabad, 2nd ed., 1392 AH.

Al-Dhayl ‘ala Tabaqat al-Hanabilah, Ibn Rajab, ed. ‘Abd al-
Rahman al-‘Uthaymin, Maktabat al-‘Ubaykan, Riyadh, Ist ed.,
1425 AH.

Al-Zawajir ‘an Iqtiraf al-Kaba’ir, Ibn Hajar al-Haytami, Dar
al-Fikr, Beirut, 1st ed., 1407 AH.

Sunan Abi Dawid, Abii Dawid al-Sijistant, ed. and annotated
by al-Albani, Dar al-Kitab al-‘Arabi, Beirut (no edition or date).
Sunan al-Nasa’1, al-Nasa'1, Maktab al-Matbt ‘at al-Islamiyyah,
Aleppo, 2nd ed., 1406 AH.

Al-Sunan al-Kubra, al-Bayhaqi, ed. Muhammad ‘Abd al-Qadir

‘Ata, Maktabat Dar al-Baz, Mecca, 1414 AH.

Siyar A ‘lam al-Nubala’, al-Dhahabi, ed. Shu‘ayb al-Arna’it et
al., Mu’assasat al-Risalah, 3rd ed., 1405 AH.

Shajarat al-Nir al-Zakiyyah fi Tabaqat al-Malikiyyah,
Muhammad b. Makhlif, commentary by °‘Abd al-Majid
Khayyali, Dar al-Kutub al-‘Timiyyah, Beirut, 1st ed., 1424 AH.

Shadharat al-Dhahab fi Akhbar man Dhahab, 1bn al-‘Imad,
ed. ‘Abd al-Qadir al-Arna’it and Muhammad al-Arna’tt, Dar
Ibn Kathir, Damascus, 1406 AH.
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59.

60.

61.

62.
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67.
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69.

70.

71.
72.

73

Sharh Usul I‘tigad Ahl al-Sunnah wa-al-Jama‘ah, al-
Lalika'l, ed. Ahmad Hamdan al-Ghamidi, Dar Tayyibah,
Riyadh, 1402 AH.

Sharh Riyad al-Salihin, Muhammad b. Salih al-"Uthaymin, Dar

al-Watan, Riyadh, 1426 AH.

Sharh al-Sunnah, al-Baghawi, ed. Shu‘ayb al-Arna’tt et al., al-

Maktab al-Islami, Damascus—Beirut, 2nd ed., 1403 AH.

Sharh Masa’il al-Jahiliyyah, Salih al-Fawzan, Dar al-
‘Asimah, Riyadh, Ist ed., 1421 AH.

Sharh al-"Aqidah al-Tahawiyyah, Ibn Abi al-'Izz, ed. “‘Abd
Allah al-Turkt and Shu‘ayb al-Arna’tt, Mu assasat al-Risalah,
2nd ed., 1424 AH.

Sharh al-Fatwa al-Hamawiyyah al-Kubra, Salih Al al-
Shaykh, ed. ‘Adil Rifa‘1, Maktabat Dar al-Hijaz, Cairo, 1st ed.,
1433 AH.

Sahih al-Bukhari (al-Jami‘ al-Musnad al-Sahih al-
Mukhtasar), Muhammad b. Isma‘1l al-Bukhari, ed. Mustafa
Dib al-Bugha, Dar Ibn Kathir and Dar al-Yamamah, Beirut, 3rd
ed., 1407 AH. )

. Sahth Muslim, Muslim b. al-Hajjaj, ed. Muhammad Fu’ad ‘Abd
al-Baqt, Dar Ihya’ al-Turath al-" Arabi, Beirut.

Sahih Ibn Hibban bi-Tartib Ibn Balban, Ibn Hibban, ed.
Shu‘ayb al-Arna’ut, Mu’assasat al-Risalah, Beirut, 2nd ed.,
1414 AH. ) )

Tariq al-Hijratayn, 1bn al-Qayyim, Dar al-Salafiyyah, Cairo,
2nd ed., 1394 AH. _

Tariq al-Wusiil ila al- ‘Tlm al-Ma’mal bi-Ma ‘rifat al-Qawa ‘id
wa-al-Dawabit wa-al-Usil, ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Sa‘di, Dar al-
Basirah, Alexandria (no edition or date).

Tabaqat al-Shafi‘iyyah al-Kubra, al-Subki, ed. Mahmud al-
Tanaht and ‘Abd al-Fattah al-Hulw, Dar Hajar, 2nd ed., 1413
AH.

Tabaqat al-Shafi‘iyyah, Ibn Qadi Shuhbah, ed. al-Hafiz ‘Abd
al-‘Alim Khan, ‘Alam al-Kutub, Beirut, 1st ed., 1407 AH.
Aqidat Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Wahhab al-Salafiyyah wa-
Atharuha {1 al-"Alam al-Islami, Salih al-°Abbud, Deanship of
Scientific Research, Islamic University of Madinah, 2nd ed.,
1424 AH.

. Aqidat al-Salaf Ashab al-Hadith, al-Sabini, ed. Abt al-Yamin

al-Manstiri, Dar al-Manhaj, Egypt, Ist ed., 1423 AH.

74. Ghayat al-Amant fi al-Radd "ala al-Nabhani, Mahmiid Shukr1
al-Altisi, ed. al-Dani b. Munir Al Zuhwi, Maktabat al-Rushd,
Riyadh, 1st ed., 1422 AH.
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78.
79.

80.
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85.

86.
87.

88.
89.

90.
91.

Fath al-Bari Sharh Sahih al-Bukhari, Ibn Hajar al-"Asqalani,
ed. Muhammad Fu’ad ‘Abd al-Baqf, with annotations by ‘Abd
al-‘Aziz b. Baz, Dar al-Ma rifah, Beirut, 1379 AH.

Fath Rabb al-Bariyyah bl-Talkhls al-Hamawiyyah,
%ﬁhammad b. Salih al- Uthaymin, Dar al-Watan, Riyadh, {412
Fath al-Majid Sharh Kitab al-Tawhid, ‘Abd al-Rahman b.
Hasan Al al-Shaykh, ed. Muhammad Hamld al-Fiqi, Matba ‘at
al-Sunnah al- Muhammadlyyah Cairo, 7th ed., 1377 AH.
Al-Fatwa al-Hamawiyyah al- Kubra, Ibn Taymiyyah, ed.
Hamad al-Tuwayjiri, Dar al-Sumay T, 2nd ed., 1425 AH.

Fihris al-Faharis wa-al-Athbat wa-Mu jam al-Ma' ajim wa-
al-Mashikhat wa-al-Musalsalat, ‘Abd ail -Hayy al-Kattani, ed.
Ihsan ‘Abbas, Dar al-Gharb al- Islam, Beirut, 2nd ed., 1982 CE.
Al-Farq bayna al-Firaq, al- Baghdad1 Dar al- -Afaq al- Jadidah,
Beirut, 2nd ed., 1977 CE.

Al-Kaba’ir, al- Dhahabl Dar al-Nadwah al-Jadidah, Beirut (no
edition or date)

Kashf Ma Alqahu Iblis min al-Bahraj wa-al-Talbis ‘ala Qalb
Dawid b. Jirjis, ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Hasan, ed. ‘Abd al-"Aziz
Al Hamad, Dar al-‘Asimah, st ed., 1415 AH.

Al- Klfayah fi ‘Ilm al- leayah al- Khatlb al-Baghdadi, ed. Aba

‘Abd Allah al-Surqi, al-Maktabah al-‘TImiyyah, Madinah (no
edition or date).

Al-Kulliyyat, Abu al-Baqa’ al-Kafawi, ed. ‘Adnan Darwish and
Muhammad al-Misri, Mu’assasat al- Rlsalah Beirut, 1419 AH.
Kitab al-Tawhid alladhi Huwa Haqq Allah ‘ala al- ‘Ibad,
Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Wahhab, Dar Ibn Khuzaymah, 1st ed.,
1414 AH.

Lisan al-‘Arab, Ibn Manzir, Dar Sadir, Beirut, 3rd ed., 1414
AH.

Al-Luma‘“ fi al-Tasawwuf, Abt Nasr al-Sarr3j al-TasT, ed. ‘Abd
al-Hamid Mahmid and Taha ‘Abd al-Baqf Surdr, Dar al-Kutub
al-Hadithah, Egypt, 1380 AH.

I‘anat al-Mustafid bi-Sharh Kitab al-Tawhid, Salih al-
Fawzan, Mu’assasat al-Risalah, Riyadh, 3rd ed., 1423 AH.
Ma‘rifat Anwa' ‘Ulim al- Hadlth (Muqaddlmat Ibn al-
%\_l'ah) Ibn al-Salah, ed. Nar al-Din ‘Ttr, Dar al-Fikr, Syria, 1406
Al-Munazarat al- F|c1h|yyah Ibn Sa‘'di, ed. Ashraf ‘Abd al-
Magsud, Adwa’ al-Salaf; Riyadh, 1st ed., 1420 AH.
Al-Mu‘jam al-Kabir, al-Tabarani, ed. Hamd1 b. ‘Abd al-Majid
al-Salafi, Maktabat Tbn Taymlyyah Cairo, 2nd ed.

92.Ma"arij al- -Qabal bi-Sharh Sullam al- Wusul Hafiz al-Hakam1,
ed. Muhammad Subhi, Dar Ibn al-Jawz, Darnrnam 3rd ed.,

1426 AH.

Majmii‘ al-Fatawa, Ibn Taymiyyah, ed. Anwar al-Baz and

93.
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107.

108
109

110

‘Amir al-Jazzar, Dar al-Wafa’, 1st ed., 1426 AH.

Madarij al-Salikin bayna Manazil Iyyaka Na‘budu wa-
Iyyaka Nasta‘in, Ibn al-Qayyim, ed. Muhammad al-Mu‘tasim
bi-llah al-Baghdadi, Dar al-Kitab al-‘Arabi, Beirut, 2nd ed.,
1416 AH.

Musnad al-Imam Ahmad, Ahmad b. Hanbal, ed. Shu‘ayb al-
Arna’tt et al., Mu’assasat al-Risalah, 1st ed., 1421 AH.
Musannaf ‘Abd al-Razzaq, ‘Abd al-Razzaq al-San‘ani, ed.
Habib al-Rahman al-A ‘zami, al-Maktab al-Islami, Beirut, 2nd
ed., 1403 AH.

Mashahir ‘Ulama’ Najd wa-Ghayrihim, ‘Abd al-Rahman b.
‘Abd al-Latif Al al-Shaykh, Dar al-Yamamabh, 1sted., 1392 AH.

Ma‘alim al-Tanzil, al-Baghawi, ed. Muhammad al-Namr et al.,
Dar Tayyibah, 4th ed., 1417 AH.

Mu‘jam al-A‘lam, Khayr al-Din al-Zirikli, Dar al-‘Ilm li-I-
Malayin, 15th ed., 1424 AH.

Magqayis al-Lughah, Ibn Faris, ed. “‘Abd al-Salam Hartin, Dar
al-Fikr, 1399 AH.

Miftah Dar al-Sa‘adah wa-Manshar Wilayat Ahl al-‘Ilm wa-
al-Iradah, Ibn al-Qayyim, ed. ‘Ali b. Hasan al-Halabi et al., Dar
Ibn ‘Affan, Isted., 1416 AH.

Ma‘lamah Zayid li--Qawa‘id al-Fighiyyah wa-al-Usiliyyah,
Zayid b. Sultan Al Nahyan Foundation and the International
Islamic Figh Academy, 1st ed., 1434 AH.

Magqalat al-Islamiyyin, Abi al-Hasan al-Ash‘ari, ed. Helmut
Ritter, Franz Steiner Verlag, Wiesbaden, Germany, 3rd ed.,
1400 AH.

Al-Milal wa-al-Nihal, al-Shahrastani, ed. Sayyid Kilani, Dar al-

Ma rifah, Beirut, 1404 AH.
Minhaj al-Sunnah al-Nabawiyyah, Ibn Taymiyyah, ed.
k/lll_'lhammad Rashad Salim, Mu’assasat Qurtubah, 1st ed., 1406
Al-Madkhal, Ibn al-Hajj, Maktabat Dar al-Turath, Cairo (no
edition or date).
Mawgqif Ahl al-Sunnah min Ahl al-Ahwa’ wa-al-Bida“,
Ibrahim al-Ruhayli, Maktabat al-Ghuraba’ al-Athariyyah,
Madinah, 1st ed., 1415 AH.

. Al-Minhaj Sharh Sahth Muslim, al-Nawawi, Dar Thya’ al-

Turath al-"Arabi, Beirut, 2nd ed., 1392 AH.
.Hidayat al-Hayara fi Ajwibat al-Yahiid wa-al-Nasara, 1bn al-
Sa im, Islamic University of Madinah edition (no edition or
ate).

. Wafayat al-A‘yan, Ibn Khallikan, ed. Ihsan ‘Abbas, Dar Sadir,
Beirut, 1st ed., 1971 CE.
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