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The Reality of Graduate Students’ Practice of Action Research and the
Barriers to its Implementation in the Educational Field
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Abstract:

The current study aimed to investigate the reality of graduate students’
practice of action research in the educational field, identify the barriers they
encounter in conducting action research, and examine whether there were
statistically significant differences in the mean levels of graduate students’
practice of action research in the educational field based on gender. To achieve the
objectives of the study, the researchers adopted a mixed-methods approach using
a parallel design. A questionnaire was used to collect quantitative data, while
interviews were conducted to collect qualitative data. The study population
consisted of all graduate students in the Department of Curriculum and Instruction
at the College of Education, Imam Muhammad ibn Saud Islamic University in
Riyadh. A stratified random sample of 72 graduate students (male and female) was
selected. The findings revealed that graduate students practice action research
sometimes in the educational field. The study also identified several barriers,
including cognitive barriers related to the theoretical background of action
research and practical barriers such as the lack of professional development
courses, limited coverage of action research in graduate programs, insufficient
support from relevant authorities, and time constraints. Furthermore, no
statistically significant differences were found in the mean levels of graduate
students’ practice of action research in the educational field attributable to gender.
The study recommended providing training for graduate students on designing and
implementing action research, promoting collaborative research between graduate
students and faculty members to support action research practice, and
incorporating action research into research methodology courses in graduate
programs (Master’s and Ph.D. levels).

key words: practice reality; graduate students; action research; barriers;

educational field.
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