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Abstract

This research is concerned with determining Sibawayh’s opinion regarding
the accusative governor (operator) of the exception with (illa) in both affirmative
exception and negative exception where the antecedent (the exempted-from)
is mentioned. This verification is necessary because Sibawayh’s statements
addressing the governor were not explicit. Instead, in all instances discussing
the accusative exception, he merely indicated that its accusative governor is
“what precedes it” (ma gablahu).

This phrase is ambiguous; it could refer to the preceding verb or its meaning,
the exception particle (illa) or the verbal meaning implied within it (i.e., <l except”),
or it could refer to the sentence preceding the exception. Consequently,
grammarians have differed in identifying his intended governor, and their
interpretations of his text have varied based on these possibilities.

The researcher traced Sibawayh’s statements regarding the governor,
subjecting them to examination and analysis. The aim was to reach the
interpretation closest to his intent, consistent with his general grammatical
doctrine, his methodology of syntactic analysis, and the semantics of his
terminology in the disputed passages and in Al-Kitab generally.

The research concludes that Sibawayh holds the view that the accusative
governor of the exception is the sentence preceding it.

Keywords: Governor, Exception, Mediation, Ambiguity, Affirmative
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Al-Najjar, The Egyptian General Book Organization, 3rd edition, 1406-1408 AH, 1986-
1988 AD.

Al-Sab’ah fi Al-Qiraa’aat, by Ibn Mujahid. Investigated by Dr. Shawqi Daif, Dar Al-
Maarif in Egypt, 3rd edition, 1972 AD.

Sirr Sinaa’at Al-I'raab, by Abu Al-Fath Uthman bin Jinni. Investigated by Dr. Hassan
Hindawi, Dar Al-Qalam, Damascus, 2nd edition, 1413 AH- 1993 AD.

Sharh Al-Tasheel, by Ibn Malik. Investigated by Dr. Abd al-Rahman al-Sayyid and
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Dr. Muhammad Badawi al-Makhtoon, Hajar for printing, distribution, publishing and
advertising, 1st edition, 1410 AH-1990 AD.

Sharh Al-dumal fi Al-Nahw, by Imam Abd al-Qaher al-Jurjani. Investigated by
Muhammad Othman, Publisher Library of Religious Culture, 1st edition, 1432 AH-
2011 AD.

Sharh Jumal Al-Zajaaji, by Ibn Kharouf. Investigated by Dr. Salwa Muhammad Omar
Arab, Umm Al-Qura University, Institute of Scientific Research and Revival of Islamic
Heritage, Makkah Al-Mukarramah, 1st edition, 1419 AH.

Sharh Jumal Al-Zajaaji, by Ibn Asfour (Al-Sharh Al-Kabeer). Investigated by Dr. Sahib
Abu Jinnah. Without date or edition number.

Sharh Al-Kaafiyyah, by Al-Radiyy Al-Astarabadhi. Investigated by Youssef Hassan
Omar, Garyounis University Publications, Benghazi, 2nd edition, 1996 AD.

Sharh Kitaab Sibawayh, by Abu Saeed al-Sirafi. Investigated by Dr. Ramadan Abdel-
Tawab and others, Dar Al-Kutub and National Documents Press in Cairo, 2nd edition,
1429 AH-2008 AD.

Sharh Kitaab Sibawayh, by Ibn Kharouf, (Manuscript). A copy of King Abdulaziz
Foundation (Darah), No. (40), photocopied from the library of Dar Al-Nahda Al-Arabiya
in Beirut.

Sharh Al-Luma’, by Abd al-Wahid bin Ali bin Barhaan. Investigated by Dr. Fayez Fares,
Kuwait, National Council for Culture, Arts and Arab Heritage, 1st edition, 1404 AH-
1984 AD.

Sharh Al-Luma’ fi Al-Nahw, by Al-Qasim bin Muhammad Al-Wasiti. Investigated by Dr.
Ragab Othman Muhammad, Al-Khaniji Library in Cairo, 1st edition, 1420 AH-2000 AD.

Sharh Al-Mufassal, by Ibn Ya’ish. Corrected and annotated with the knowledge of
the Sheikhdom of Al-Azhar, published by the order of the Sheikhdom, Al-Muniriyah
Printing Administration, without specifying the edition or date.

Sharh Al-Mugaddimah Al-Muhsabah, by Taher bin Ahmed bin Babshath. Investigated
by Khaled Abdul Karim, 1st edition, Kuwait, 1977 AD.

Al-‘Awaamil Al-Mi’ah, by Imam Abd al-Qaher al-Jurjani. Cared for by Anwar bin Abi
Bakr Al-Sheikhi Al-Daghestani, Dar Al-Minhaj, Beirut, Lebanon, 1st edition, 1430 AH-
2009 AD.

Al-Gurrah fi Sharh Al-Luma’ min Awwal Baab (Inna wa Akhawaatuha) ilaa Aakhir Baab
(Al-’Atf), by Abu Muhammad, Saeed bin Al-Mubarak bin Al-Dahhan, with a study of
his grammatical thought. Study and investigation by Dr. Farid bin Abdulaziz Al-Zamil
Al-Salim, Dar Al-Tadmuriyya, Riyadh, 1st edition, 1432 AH-2011 AD.

Al-Kaamil, by Abu Al-Abbas Muhammad bin Yazid Al-Mubarrid. Investigated by
Muhammad Ahmed Al-Dali, Al-Risala Foundation, 1st edition, 1406 AH-1986 AD.

Al-Kaafiyyah fi ‘llm Al-Nahw wa Al-Shaafiyyah fi ‘llmay Al-Tasreef wa Al-Khatt, by
Jamal al-Din Uthman bin Omar bin al-Hajib. Investigated by Dr. Saleh Abdel-Azim Al-
Shaer, Publisher Library of Arts, Cairo, 1st edition, 1431 AH-2010 AD.

Kitaab Sibawayh, Abu Bishr Amr bin Othman bin Qanbar. Investigated by Abd al-
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Salam Harun, The World of Books, 3rd edition, 1402 AH-1983 AD.

Al-Luma’ fi Al-‘Arabiyyah, by Abu Al-Fath Ibn Jinni, The World of Books, Beirut,
Lebanon, 2nd edition, 1405 AH-1985 AD.

Al-Masaail Al-Basriyyaat, by Abu Ali Al-Farsi. Investigated by Dr. Muhammad Al-
Shater Ahmed Muhammad Ahmed, Al-Madani Press, The Saudi Establishment in
Egypt, 1st edition, 1405 AH-1985 AD.

* Al-Murtajil fi Sharh Al-Jumal, by Ibn Al-Khashab. Investigated by Ali Haidar, Dar Al-
Hikma, Damascus, 1392 AH-1972 AD.

Al-Masaail Al-Mushkilah known as Al-Baghdadiyyat, by Abu Ali Al-Farsi. Investigation
and study by Salah al-Din Abdullah al-Sankawi, Irag, Ministry of Awgaf and Religious
Affairs, Al-Ani Press, without date or edition number.

Al-Masaail Al-Manthourah, by Abu Ali, Al-Hassan bin Ahmed Al-Farsi. Investigated by
Mustafa Al-Hadari, Publications of the Arabic Language Academy in Damascus, 1st
edition, 1979 AD.

Ma’aani Al-Huruf, by Ali bin Isa Al-Rummani. Investigated by Dr. Abd al-Fattah Ismail
Shalabi, Dar Al-Shorouk for Publishing, Distribution and Printing, 2nd edition, 1401
AH-1981 AD.

Ma’aani Al-Qur'an, by Abu Al-Hasan Saeed bin Masada, Al-Akhfash Al-Awsat.
Investigated by Dr. Huda Mahmoud Qara’a, Publisher Al-Khaniji Library in Cairo, 1st
edition, 1411 AH - 1990 AD.

Ma’aani Al-Qur’an, by Abu Zakaria, Yahya bin Ziyad Al-Farra. Investigated by
Muhammad Ali Al-Najjar and Ahmed Youssef Najati, The World of Books, Beirut, 3rd
edition, 1403 AH-1983 AD.

Ma’aani Al-Qur'an wa I’raabuhu, by Abu lIshag, Ibrahim bin Al-Serri Al-Zajjaj.
Investigated by Dr. Abdul Jalil Abdo Shalabi, The World of Books, Beirut, 1st edition,
1408 AH-1988 AD.

Al-Mufassal fi San’at Al-I'raab, by Abu Al-Qasim Mahmoud Al-Zamakhshari.
Investigated by Dr. Fakhr Saleh Qadara, Dar Ammar, Amman, 1st edition, 1425 AH
- 2004 AD.

Al-Magaasid Al-Shaafiyyah fi Sharh Al-Khulaasah Al-Kaafiyyah, by Imam Abu Ishaqg
Ibrahim bin Musa Al-Shatibi. Investigated by a number of researchers at the Center
for the Revival of Islamic Heritage, and a number of professors of the College of
Arabic Language at Umm Al-Qura University, Umm Al-Qura University Publications,
1st edition, 1428 AH-2007 AD.

Al-Mugtasid fi Sharh Al-ldaah, by Abd al-Qaher al-Jurjani. Investigated by Dr. Kazim
Bahr Al-Marjan, Iragi Ministry of Culture and Information, Dar Al-Rashid Publishing
House, 1982 AD.

Al-Mugtadab, by Abu Al-Abbas Muhammad bin Yazid Al-Mubarrid. Investigated
by Muhammad Abd al-Khaleq Azimah, The Supreme Council for Islamic Affairs,
Committee for the Revival of Islamic Heritage, Cairo, 2nd edition, 1399 AH-1979 AD.
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