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Research Abstract

Title: The Diversity of Opinions on the Antecedent of the
Pronoun Between Semantic Interpretation and Grammatical
Regulation: A Case Study of Sirat Yiisuf

This study aims to compile the grammatical rules established

by grammarians regarding the antecedent of the pronoun—whether
these rules concern its significance, hierarchical status in relation
to the pronoun, or the permissibility of its omission when supported
by contextual evidence. It also gathers and examines the criteria
that prefer certain antecedents over others, as well as the rules
governing agreement or divergence between a pronoun and its
antecedent.
Furthermore, the study seeks to collect and analyze the scholarly
opinions that differ regarding the antecedent of the pronoun in
Surat Yusuf, and to clarify the implications of these differences for
the meaning of the text.

Keywords: Parsing of the Qur’an — antecedent — pronoun -
Strat Ysuf.
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Abstract

This study aims to produce a critical scholarly edition of an important
grammatical treatise by a distinguished scholar deeply versed in Arabic
linguistics, exegesis, and Islamic law—mnamely, Shihab al-Din Ahmad ibn
Muhammad ibn ‘Umar al-Khafaji (d. 1069 AH / 1659 CE). The treatise
addresses a subtle issue in grammatical theory and is entitled (Halawat al-
Hall li-1-°Atf “ala al-Mabhall). In it, the author uncovers the true nature of this
issue, clarifies the points of (disagreement) , identifies their causes, and
delineates the distinction between coordination according to syntactic
position (al-‘atf ‘ala al-mahall) and coordination based on notional
consideration (al-‘atf ‘ala al-tawahhum). He also discusses coordination
involving the dependents of two different governing elements.

In lifting the veil from the ambiguity surrounding this topic and its
related questions, al-Khafaji adopts a sound scholarly method. He draws
extensively on the statements of leading grammarians—foremost among
them Sibawayh, al-Khalil, and al-Farra’—as well as others such as al-Sirafi,
Abt “Ali al-Shaliibin, Ibn Jinni, al-Damamini, and many more. He is not
merely a transmitter of opinions; rather, he explains, analyzes, critiques,
justifies, and weighs them, skillfully employing these views to serve his
treatise and present it in a coherent and comprehensive form, such that the
reader is left with little need to consult further sources.

The principles and evidentiary foundations of grammar are prominently
featured throughout the treatise. Its primary supports include the Qur’an—
both its canonical and non-canonical readings—along with Arabic poetry
and the speech of the Arabs. Al-Khafajt also gives due consideration to
analogical reasoning (qiyas) , causation (‘illa) , and consensus (ijma°). In
presenting these proofs, he writes with the authority of an expert—
clarifying, directing, and at times parsing them grammatically. Moreover,
he does not leave the reader lost amid the abundance of opinions; rather, he
actively engages and guides the reader’s attention through expressions such
as “Know that” “Note,” “End of discussion,” “Let it be carefully
considered,” and “Nothing comparable to this is known in Arabic—so take
heed,” among other phrases that invite attentive reading and intellectual
engagement.
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Abstract

This study examines a subtle and significant feature of Prophetic
eloquence, namely the stylistic device of Sub-branching (derivational
structuring) , understood as a recurring semantic structure in the
Prophetic hadith through which meaning is constructed and organized
within a coherent and tightly integrated framework. The study begins
by establishing the conceptual foundations of Sub-branching in light of
the discussions of linguists, grammarians, and rhetoricians, and then
proceeds to trace its occurrences in authentic hadith texts, analyzing its
forms and functions within their respective contextual settings.

The study demonstrates that Sub-branching in the Prophetic
discourse is not merely a sequential movement from an origin to a
branch; rather, it constitutes a structural mechanism through which
meaning is formulated. At times, it appears in the detailed exposition of
a general principle and the clarification of its internal implications; at
other times, it manifests in the formulation of a ruling derived from that
principle or in defining its limits and conditions. This reveals both the
precision of legislative organization and the rhetorical sophistication of
the Prophetic discourse, as well as the coherence of its semantic
construction.

The applied textual analyses further show the diversity of Sub-
branching forms and the multiplicity of its rhetorical purposes. It
contributes to precision in expression, strengthens persuasive force,
achieves conciseness without sacrificing completeness of meaning, and
connects foundational principles to their practical implications. The
study also highlights the attentiveness of hadith commentators to this
derivational pattern, noting their recognition of the intrinsic relationship
between foundational principles and their branches within the Prophet’s
discourse (peace be upon him).

The study concludes that Sub-branching constitutes a prominent
characteristic of Prophetic discourse, reflecting the wisdom of
expression, the coherence of legislative structure, and the ability to
combine foundational declaration with detailed elaboration in a concise
and masterfully structured style.

Keywords: Sub-branching Rhetoric, Manifestations, Derivational,
Prophetic Hadith, Prophetic Discourse.
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