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Abstract:

This study aims to understand the tribal and collectivist
determinants of marital partner selection in Saudi society, with
a focus on gender differences in the selection process. The
research adopts a qualitative approach (Case study) through
semi-structured interviews with a purposive sample of 30 male
and female participants. The findings reveal that collectivist
culture strongly influences marriage, with families playing a
central role in partner selection, often overlooking individuals’
personal preferences. Social norms impose varying degrees of
restrictions on premarital communication, limiting
opportunities for mutual acquaintance. The study also finds a
preference for choosing a partner from within the same group
to ensure social compatibility and lineage purity. These
determinants can lead to marital problems, such as a lack of
emotional and personal compatibility, which increases the
likelihood of divorce. While gender differences exist in
initiating the partner search, the study shows that these gaps
largely disappear in the face of other marital selection
constraints, which impose similarly strict limitations on both
males and females. The study recommends the development of
awareness and counseling programs targeting young men and
women to support more informed marital decisions, reduce
tribal biases, and promote family wunderstanding and
psychological and social preparedness for building stable
marital relationships.

Keywords: Marital partner selection, collectivist culture, tribal
culture, gender differences.
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